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Had not the leaſt thought of writing, much leſs of publiſhing 
the following DISCOURSE, though frequently requeſted to 
do 1. till 1 law a SERMON, ſaid to be mine, publiſhed by a per- 
ſon in Nottingham. Had the publiſher of this, ſaid, /ome ſcraps 
of a Sermon preached by Mr. Pawſon, there would have been 
ſome appearance of truth; but as it is, it bears but little reſem- 


| blance to the DISCOURSE which I preached, 


* the i ſtands, I think myſelf obliged to publiſh the 


real D1isCOURSE, as near as I can recolle&; for as ſeveral months 
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have elapſed ſince it was delivered, I cannot pretend to ſay that 
it is exactly the ſame which I preached on that mourn ful occaſion, | 


but this I will venture to affirm, that there? 1s no very material 


difference. 


Such as it is, I ſend it out into the world, moſt ſincerely pray- 
ing that the Lord may attend it with a WN to thoſe who think 


11 worth their wbile to read 1 it, 


JOHN PAWSON. 
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5 Thus may we all our parting breath, 5 ö 


8 We know in whom we have believ d, 


it HYMN on the Occaſion, * 


Tor 0 M E t to the b of mourning come, | 
The houſe of ſerious, ſolemn joy, * 
Let us, till all are taken home, | 


Our Lives in ſongs of praiſe employ. 


2 Accompliſh'd 1 15 our brother's ſtrike, | . 
His happier ſoul is gone before, — 
His ſtruggle for eternal life, | | | 5 
His glorious agony is o'er. 


3 The captive exile is releas d. 
Ils with his Lord in Paradiſe, 
Ok perfect paradiſe poſleſt, 
Ana waiting for the — e 


4 In him no guilt of ſin remain'd 
To ſhake his confidence in God, 
The victory here he more than gain'd, | | 
Triumphant thro? his Saviour's blood. 5 i SE 


5 He now the fight of Faith bath fought, | 
Finiſh'd and won the Chriſtian race, 8 | | 
He found on earth the Lord he ſought, ps TR” 
And now beholds him face to face, 3 3 


6 He died in ſure and ſtedfaſt hope, | = ab 
By jeſus ſav'd and ſanctified, . 
_ His happy Spirit he gave up, 5 . = 
And ſunk into his arms and died. a 


Into the Saviour's hands reſign, - 
O Jeſus! let me die his death | 
And let his latter end be mine. * | 


Our faith in Jeſus is not vain, 
To all who have their Lord receiv'd, 
To live is Chriſt, to die is gain. 


"A SEREMON 
HEBREWS XIII. , 8. 


„Remember them that have had the rule over you, who have 

' ſpoken unto you the Word of Gop : whoſe faith follow, 
conſidering the end of their converſation; JesUs CHRIST, 
the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever.“ 


Ne man was more fully acquainted with the gracious deſigns 


of the bleſſed Gop in ſending his well-beloved So into the 


world, with the nature of the goſpel diſpenſation, with the nature 


and extent of goſpel ſalvation, and with the way by which fallen 


man may obtain that heavenly treaſure, than the apoſtle St. Paul. 


We need not wonder at this, when we conſider what he himſelf 


- declares; *© That he did not receive the Goſpel from any man, 


neither was he taught it but by the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Having received from the great Head of the Church an ex- 
traordinary commiſſion to preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles, he 
informs us, that he“ reaſoned not with fleſh and blood,“ but en- 
tered upon his work with a ſingle eye, and engaged therein with 
his whole ſoul ; and altho' the Lord ſhewed him what great things 


be ſhould ſuffer for his Name's ſake, in the courſe of his miniftry ; 


et he was not at all diſcouraged, but ſolemnly declares, that he 


% did not coupe his life dear unto himſelf, ſo that he might 
finiſh his cour | 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, in teſtifying the Goſpel of the grace of 


fe with joy, and the miniſtry which he had re- 


God.” And it is evident, that in this he had his deſire, for he 


joyfully teſtified when ready to be offered up, I have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith: 
| henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the righteous Judge will give me at that day.“ 


In the holy Apoſtle we ſee what every miniſter of Chriſt ought 


to be, in what ſpirit he ſhould preach the Goſpel, and in what 
temper or ſlate of mind he ſhould live in the world, ſo that when 
it pleaſes God to call him hence, thoſe who ſurvive him, may, 
upon good ground, in addreſſing che people among whom be has 
laboured, adopt the words of the Apoſtle in the text, © Whoſe 


faith follow, conſidering the end of: his conve 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever,” 
From theſe words (on the preſent ſolemn occaſion) it may be 
rofitable for us, thro' the bleſling of God, to conſider the fol- 


rſation, Jeſus Chriſt 


-Jowing paiticulars: 1 
8 mo 1 | | I. The 


(6) 


I. The Charafter which the pole Bere gives us «af a faithful 
Miniſter of CHRIST. 

II. His particular Employment, while in this world, 

III. The Duty of the People among whom he labours. 


I. 1. Let us conſider the Character of a faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, The ie ſums this up in two particulars, 1. He muſt be 


a man of Faith; 2. The end of his converſation mull be Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” He muſt be 
a man of Faith. It is well known that the word Faith is not al- 
ways uſed in the ſame ſenſe by the inſpired writers, but that it 
has different acceptations. Sometimes by Faith we are to under- 
ſtand, the Goſpel itſelf, or thoſe truths which we are called to 
conſider, believe, and experience, in order to our preſent and 
eternal hoppineſs. Hence it is ſaid of the Apoſtle, that he 


66 1 the Faith which once he de ſtroyed:“ And he alſo ex 


horts us, © hold the my ſtery of the Faith in a pure conſcience,” 
Same the word in our text to have this meaning, then a 
Muifler of Chriſt ought to be well acquainted with the Goſpel, 


clearly underſtanding, and molt ſacredly believing the whole re- 


velation of God, as this reſpects the laly ation of mankind. He 
ought perfectly to underſtand what is frequently called “ the 
Analogy of Faith.” Tne grand leading truths of the Goſpel of 


Chriſt; the order in which they ſtand, their connection, and the 


dependence they have one upon another. He who is called of 
God to teach others, muſt be divinely taught himſelf ; he muſt 
| be a ſcribe well inſlructed in the kingdom of God, a ſpiritual 


workman who ſhall have no cauſe. to be alamed: rightly 


dividing the word of life, and giving unto all that portion of 
ſpiritual food which is necefary for them. | 
How far our highly eſteemed Friend and Brother was, in this 


ſenſe of the word, a man of Faith, thouſands can eflify, ſeeing. z 


that for more than forty years he has been employed in publiſhing 
the glad tidings of Salvation, Very many can witnels that his 
underſtanding in the great truths of the goſpel was remarkably 
clear. anJ he was favoured with the happy art of delivering his 
thoughts in the plaineft, cleareſt, and moit pleaſing language, and 


could convey his ideas of divine J'ruth to the minds of thoſe who 


heard him in the molt familiar manner. Being zealous for his 
God, and having the ſalvation of ſouls greatly at heart, he preached 
the word in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, and with all poſſible fervour 
of Spirit and energy of expreflion, endeavouring to bring ſouls 
to the Lond JrsUs, and to et. blith, and build them up in him. 
And he who lent kim did not {utter him to labour in vain, or to 


ſpend his ſtrength for nought, but made him the happy inſtrument 5 


of turning many to righteouſneſs, who will be his crown of re- 
Joicing in the day of the Lord, „ 
The | 
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The Apoſtle informs us that he was called of Gop to declare 
unto the Gentiles, the unſearchable riche, of Chriſt; to * ſet 
forth Chriſt as evidently crucified before their eyes,” as finiſhin 
the work of their redemption : to repreſent him in all the riches 
of his mercy and grace, as being every way qualified to ſave 
loſt ſinners, and having every ſpiritual bleſſing to beſtow, 

that ſuch ruined creatures can ſtand in need of, in order to 
fit them for the ſervice of God here, and for the enjoyment of 
eternal glory hereafter. | 1 | 


Our beloved Brother followed the example of the great Apoſtle. 
He was in very deed a Son of Conſolation. His views of the 
mercy and love of God in Chriſt were remarkably clear and en- 
larged; and it was his delight to make known to thoſe who at- 
tended upon his miniflry, the willingneſs and readinefs of God 
; to receive returning ſinners into his favour, to make them 
3 happy in his love, and to communicate unto them all the in- 
| valuable bleſſings of the New Covenant. | 


2. By Faith we frequently underſtand, the act of embracing, 
Wy or laying hold upon the Lord Jeſus, as he 1s offered to us in the 
? _ Goſpel. Hence our Lord declares, * He that helieveth ſhall 
1 be ſaved, but he who believeth not ſhall be damned.” When the 
| word is ufed in this ſenſe our preſent juſtification and accep- 
tance with God, is conſtantly aſcribed to Faith; ſo the Apollle, 

« Being juſtihed freely through the redemption which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus;“ and again, © Being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” - This Faith the 
Apoſtle calls, © a believing with the heart unto righteouſneſs,” fo 
that with our mouth we may make confeſſion unto ſalvation. 
Perhaps the nature of believing with the heart may be thus ex- 
prefled ; it is the ſoul's going out unto, and laying hold upon 
Jeſus Chriſt, as he is offered to us in the Goſpel: 1. Is the 
ö ſoul's running to Chriſt in ſtrong defire and fervent continual 
1 prayer. For Chriſt appears to every awakened and truly en- 

lightened ſinner, to be juſt ſuch a Saviour as he ſtands in need of, 
he ſees him every way qualified to ſave him. Chriſt being 

poſſeſſed of all the ſpiritual bleflings, which he feels the wants of, 
he who is effectually awakened by the Spirit of God to a fight 
and ſenſe of his guilty, helpleſs, and ruined aftate, cannot, dare 
not, will not ſtop ſhort of Chriſt. The language of his heatt is, 

„Give me Cbriſt, or elſe I die, I mult have an intereſt in 
him, or I periſh for ever.” It is impoſſible for words fully 
to expreſs the vehement deſire ſuch a perſon feels to lay hold 
upon Chriſt, ſo as to receive Salvation by him. But to believe 
implies, a power to embrace, or lay hold upon Chriſt, fo that 

ſpiritual virtue proceeds from him to the healing of the ſoul. Divine 
light ſhines into the mind, the peace of God is communicated to 

the conſcience, and the love of God is {hed abroad in the heart 
1 _ by 
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by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us, and then we rejoice 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. : : 


Leſt any one ſhould be deceived in a matter of ſuch vaſt impor- 


| tance, it may be neceſſary to obſerve farther, that Faith juſtifieth 
the ungodly; purifieth the heart; and worketh by love. 1, It 


- juſtifieth the ungodly ; ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Be it known unto _ 
you, men and brethren, that thro” this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveneſs of ſins; and by him all that believe are juſtified 
from all things, from which ye could not be juſtified by the Law 
of Moſes.” Hence he boldly declared, I am not aſhamed of 


the Goſpel of Chriſt; for it is the power of God unto ſalvation 
to every one that believeth.” Jt is therefore evident that the 


Faith of the Goſpel brings ſalvation along with it; for © being 


juſtified by faith, we have peace with God,” As it was the deſign 
of God in ſending Chriſt into the world, © to give us the know- 


ledge of Salvation by the remiffion of our ſins,” he certainly will 


fulfil his own deſign: And as he has declared, that“ he will be 
' merciful to our unrighteouſneſs, and remember our fins and 
iniquities no more,” ſo he will abide by his own moſt - gracious 


declaration; and he who by faith lays hold upon the promiſe can 


ſet to his ſeal that God is true. He therefore who does not ex- 


perience pardon ſealed upon his heart, by the Word and Spirit 


of Gop, is not yet poſſeſſed of the faith of the Goſpel, _ 
2. Faith purifieth the heart; ſo ſaith St. Peter, “ God put no 
difference between us and them, purifyng their hearts by faith.“ 
So likewiſe fanuh St. John, © He that believeth is born of God, 


and knoweth God,” and to this truth St. Paul bears witneſs when 
he afhrms, that, If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 


is none of his: he alſo aſſures us, that Chriſt gave himſelt for 


us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himſelt a peculiar people, zealous of good works,” The reaſon 
of this is evident, for we being by nature carnal and ſold under 
fin, and the carnal mind being enmity with God, and therefore 


| Utterly averſe to al] ſerious godlinels; it is abſolutely neceſſary 
that a change ſhould be wrought in us, and that we ſhould be 

brought into a holy, ſpiritual, and heavenly ſtate of mind. A 
ſtate of mind in which it ſhall be our delight to walk with God. 


This change js wrought in us the moment we believe in the Son 
of God, as we are then brought out of darkneſs into marvellous 
ligh., and ont of wiſerable bondage into the glorious liberty of 
the Sons of God. The love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, 
the divine nature is communicated to the ſoul; and the Law of 


the Spirit of life in Chrilt Jeſus makes us free from the law of 
fin and death, It would be endleſs to enumerate all the ſcriptures 


which might be quoted on this occaſion, for it is as clear as the h 
ſhining of the ſun at noon day, that every believer in Chriſt is 


\ renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, or is made a new creature. For 
t 5 1 5 
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„That which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you. 
He who is ſatisfied in his _ mind, that the Lord hath called 


* 


' as our bleſſed Redeemer came to re. inſtate us in the favour of 


God, ſo likewiſe to reſtore us to the image of God; or, as the 


| Apoſtle expreſles it, To _—_— us throughout, body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit, 


3. Faith worketh by lave' ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, „Neither 


circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith 


which worketh by love.” The truth of this will clearly appear 
to every one who conſiders, that through the mediu.n of faith, 


divine grace is communicated, and that as this grace ſpiritualizes 
the mind, 1t naturally follows, that ſuch a perſon mult be rightly. 


diſpoſed. for every good work: For as he who is earthly and 
ſenſual, can only del; 'ght in earthly and ſenſual gratifications; fo 


he that is ſpiritual, will delight to act according to that holy prin- 
ciple which the Lord hath planted i in him. And thus we lee the 
truth of the Apoltle's words, Do we make void the Law 


through faith? No, we eſtabliſh the Law.” Yea, hereby The 


righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in us, who wal: not alter 
the fleſh, but after the Spirit.“ 


Every faithful miniſter of Chriſt muſt experience theſe things 
in his own ſoul, as it is written, © I believed, and therefore have 
I ſpoken.” We alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak. „We ſpeak 
that which we do know, ſaith the bleſſed Jeſus, and teſtify that 


which we have ſeen;“ and fo alſo ſaith his beloved Diſciple, 


him to this bleſſed work, having a clear knowledge cf the truth, 
and the living experience of it in his own foul, may then and 
forth in the Name of Ins maſter, and boldly declare the whole | 


counſel] of Gop. 


That our dear departed brother, and your faithful Miniſter, had 
this experience for many years, no one can doubt who was 
acquainted with him. He himſelf publiſhed to all the world 


many years ago, an Account of the Lord's gracious dealings with 
him when in the bloom of youth ; how deeply his conſcience was 


awakened, the bitter diſtreſs he laboured under for ſome time, 
and how a kind and gractous God manifeſted himſelf, and gave 
him to experience his peace and love. From that bappy period, 
it does not appear that he loſt (for any conſiderable time) a ſenſe 
of the love of God; but that he enjoyed the fulleſt aſſurance of 
his acceptance ey God, through Chriſt, on his death-bed, is 
evident, or he could not have ſaid, & The Loid is better and 


better to me. Though I walk through the valley and ſhadow of 


death, I will tear no evil, tor God is with me; his rod and his 
ſtaff they comfort me, I will fear no evil.” 


3. By Faith we may alſo underſtand, Ss ſtedfaſt truſt and 
cnofidence in God, conſidered as the Lord God oninipotent, ſo 


that in all the afflictions, temptations, perſecutions, and croſles, 


which may betall us, we may ſtill be 1 Protected. com- 
forted, 


1 om 
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 forted, aud brought ſafely through, Here a very large geld opens | 
to our view, but the want of time will not ſuffer us to travel far 
in it. But it certainly is an unſpeakable bleſſing, to be enabled 


at all times, my to truſt in ihe Lord, as being perſuaded that 


he is GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT, and will * us krengih accord- 


ing to our day. 


Our dear brother found by experience, that ka had need of 
Faith in this ſenſe of the word, when he firit went forth in the 
Name ot the Lord to preach his bleſſed Goſpel. He then took 
his life in his band, being frequently expoſed to the rage and fury 
of the beaſis of the people, being beſet on every ſide by wicked 
and unreaſonable men, who in thoſe days of darkneſs were fo ig- 
norant as to 1magine, that there was no Law for the Methodiſts, 


and that if they ſhould kill any of their Preachers they would do 
God ſervice. But the Lord in whom he truſted, and in whoſe 
bleſſed work he was engaged, delivered him from the power of 
outrageous men. | 


To give you ſome faint idea of the danger this man of God was 
expoſed too, in the beginning of his miniſtry, take the following 
account, © I had often (ſays he) found a deſire to preach at 


Burton-upon-Trent, and upon coming to the place, I procured a 


large houſe, and many attended, and I had reaton to believe that 
ſome were ned. But upon coming there a ſecond time, 
the town was alarmed, and a large mob were hired, and made 
drunk, in order to prevent my preaching. Ali was quict till! 
gave out the Hymn. Then they broke brit the window-ſhutters, 
and then daſhed the windows in. The head of this mob was a 
forge-man, half an ideot, who had bound himſelt under an oath 
that he would that night have my liver. He brought the pipe of 
a large bellows, which was to be the inſtrument of my death, 


He made what way he could towards me, but was rather retarded. 


by the multitude that was before him. I ſaw he was filled with 
the fury of a fiend; but knew not wel! wha to do. As it was in 


vain to attempt to reac h, I ſtepped off the chair, and got into 


a chamber unperceived by my enemy. When he found that I 


was gone, he inſiſted upon going up ſtairs, and it was impoſſible 
to hinder him, and the pumbers Has were with him. It came. 
into my nd. „G0 down fairs; eſcape = thy le.” I 


went down and walked into the ſhoe: maker's ſhop, unobſerved 


by any one, though I paſted through part of the mob. When 
he had pot into the chamber he ſearched the cloſets, bed, cheſts, 
&c. and when he could not find me, he toamed at the mouth 


like a mad dog. Then there was a cry in the ſtreet, © He is in 


the ſhop.” I now concluded all was over with me, and faid, 
« Lord give me ſtrength to ſuſfer as a Chriſtian, nor may I count 


my life dear unto mylelf for ihy ſake,” I went under the ſhoe- 
maker's cutting board. They ſoon broke open two ſtrong doors 
which led into the ſhop. They did not fee me, but one of them 
75 | : „„ | | put 
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put down his hand where I was, and cried out, He is here.“ 
So having no other means to uſe I committed myſelf to them. 
They hurried me into the houſe, and a very flout man, (one that 
had been made drunk on purpole,) came up to me, but his coun- 
tenance fell, he took hold of my hand and ſaid, Follow me.“ 
I ſuppoſed he deſigned to take and throw me into the river, and I 
was content that it ſhould be ſo, I commuted myſelf to the dif. 
poſal of a kind Providence, expecting nothing but death. With 
great difficulty he got me through the mob, but as be was one of 
the greateſt fighters in the town no one durſt oppoſe him. When 
he came to the door, he drew me ſhort by the corner up a narrow 
ſtreet, put me before him and ſaid, © Run!” I made my way to 
the fields, and he kept behind keeping the reſt off; then helping 
me over walls and hedges, till we had loſt them all. I remained 
in the fields till midnight, and returned with a friend into the 
town, where I lodged that night, and early in the morning I rode 
away. 5 ” 
* After this I came to Leek, ſtaid ten days, and joined twenty- 
four in Society. A Lawyer then raiſed a furious mob, who beſet 
the houſe where I lodged ; my few friends kept them off for a 
conſiderable ume. But at laſt the mob loſt all patience; they 
broke in and were determined to drag me away; but it pleaſed 
the Lord, that a woman, who neither feared God nor regarded 
man, opened a window that looked into the yard, and deſired me 
to come into her houſe, Here I ſtaid till about two o'clock in 
the morning, and then made my eſcape over the mountains. This 
woman is yet alive, but ſhe is now a new creature,” | 
Of this fort of treatment the primitive Methodiſt Preachers had 
good meaſure, preſſed down and running over: But, bleſſed be the 
Lord, we now enjoy great peace and quietnels in general, Will 
vou, brethren, like ſome of our children, envy us the tranquility 
which we are now favoured with? Or will you ſay, with one, 
who ſuppoſes himſelf to be wiſer than all who have gone before 
him, That the preſent generation of Methodiſts are not our 
children; nay, rather, wiil you not praiſe the Lord with us, 
that © 
„We ſit under our vine, 
And delightfully join, 
In the praiſe of his excellent love.“ 


May we never be unmindful of the Lord's abundant goodneſs, 
but greatly improve his manifold and invaluable mercies. 

2. As a Miniſter of Chriſt ought to be a man of Faith, ſo the 
end of his converſation ſhould be *© Jeſus Chrilt, the ſame yeſter- 
day, to-day, and for ever.” This undoubtedly 1mplics. that he 
muſt be of the ſame ſpirit, and copy the example of his Lord and 

Maſter. If thoſe who were appointed to ſerve as deacons inthe 
Church of God, were to be, Men full of Faith and — _ 

1 | hoſt,” 


1 


Ghoſt,” how much more ought thoſe to be ſo, who are appointed 13 


to preach the word of life to the people. It is faid of John the 
Baptift, that he was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother's 
womb ; and St Paul gives the following advice to Timothy, The 
things which thou haſt heard of me, the ſame commit thou to 

faithful men who ſhall be able to teach others alſo.” And again, 

* Be thou an example of the beltevers, in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity.” Hence we learn, that 


as every private chriſtian ought to live in the Spirit, and follow 
the example of Chriſt, much mofe ought every Miniſter to do 


this. How ſerious and watchful, and at what a diſtance from light- 
neſs and trifling, from fooliſh talking and jeſting? How ſpiritual 
and heavenly-minded, and how crucified to the world ? How lively 
and zealous, and how far from indolence and inactivity; in a 
word, how meek and lowly, mild, patient, and eaſy to be in- 
treated, ought thoſe to be, who look upon themſelves as called of 
Gop to teach others the way to eternal life? For a Miniſter to 
explain and enforce divine Truth in the pulpit, with great ſeriouſ- 
neſs and fervency, and et other times to live as if he did not be- 


live one word of what he had ſaid, muſt certainly render him 


contemptible in the ſight of thinking people. But let him live 
what he-preaches ; let his ſpirit and temper, his life and conver- 
ſation, reſemble that of the holy Jeſus, and then he may fay with 
the Apoſtle, Be ye followers of me, as I am of Chriſt.” 
But perhaps ſomething more may be implied in the words, 
_* JTefus Chrift, the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; the 
Apoſtle intended, that every Miniſter ſhould always labour to keep 
the cleareſt views of Chriſt's All- ſufficiency, as being infinitely 
powerful, wiſe, and gracious; and likewiſe, that we ſhould fo 
live in the ſight of ihe people, as if we had the fulleſt aſſurance 
that Chriſt will be to us, all that he hath promiſed to be; a God 
who hath pleaſure in the proſperity of them that fear his ſacred 
Name, that reverence his holy word, and who walk in his righ. 
teous ways. . 1 8 5 | . 
Your highly reſpected Miniſter whoſe death you fo juſtly la- 
ment, had, I doubt not, well conſidered the words of the Apoſtle; 


his pious example, beſpoke the chriſtian ; he was remarkable for 7 


a mild, meek, and gentle temper. I am inclined to think, that 


no one ever {aw him carried away with anger: he was always ealy 


and good natured, a kind and faithful friend, and a very pleaſing 
companion. I have been acquainted with him for near forty 
years, and for about twelve years, have been exceedingly intimate 
with him, and have ſeen him more than once very roughly uſed, 
but I never heard a raſh or an unguarded word drop from his lips: 
I never heard that there was a ſpot in his character; nor did I 
ever hear him blamed for any thing, except for being (as ſome 
thought) top eaſy and good e, refpetting ſome branches of 
our diſcip 32 too zealous for the n of oe Lord's. 
| | | Suppre 
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and therefore, | = „ | 
: 2dly, The work of Redemption a8 accompliſhed by Chriſt, muſt 
be clearly explained. 


4 . | 7 9 


Not grave with ſternneſs, nor with lightnels free; 
Againſt example, reſolutely good, l 
Fervent in zeal, and warm in charity. 


Vet mild as he naturally was, where truth and a good conſcience 
were concerned, he was as firm as a rock. N 


Secondly. What is the peculiar employment of a Mini ſter of 
Chriſt? It is here ſaid, He muſt preach the word, and de- 
cilare the whole counſel of God to the people. Hence we learn, 
That every faithful Miniſter muſt keep cloſe to the Bible in all he 


delivers from the pulpit; Thus /arth the Lord,” mull attend all 
he ſays. The word of the Lord muſt be his Creed, and his Con- 
feſſion of Faith. For the holy Scriptures are the © Pillar and 
ground of truth; and accordingly, every faithful Miniſter will 
abide by, The Law and the Teſtimony.“ We preach not 
ourſelves, (ſaith the Apoſtle) but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.” He 
alſo informs us, that the ſum of his doftrine was, Repentance 
towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” This will 


lead every faithful Miniſter to repreſent man as he really is; a 
fallen creature; an ignorant, guilty, helpleſs and ſelt-deitroyed 
_ creature, for ſo the Scriptures declare him to be. O llſrael, 
thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf,” is the language of the Prophet, and 
it maſt be ours alſo. 1. That man is ignorant, is evident from the 


Apoſtle's words, The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God; they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; nenher can he 


know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 2. Man is a 


guilty creature; — All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory 


of God; and of conſequence, *© Every mouth muſt be ſtopped, 


and all the world ſtand guilty before God. g. Man is an helpleſs 
creature, ſo ſaith our Lord, Without me ye can do nothing; 
we cannot remove the blindneſs from our underſtanding, the leaſt 


ſpot of guilt from our conſcience, — nor any degree of original 
ee from our mind, by any thing that we can either do or 


ſuffer. No, The ſalvation oi the righteous is of the Lord,“ 


ESUS © was wounded for our tranſgteſ- 
ſions, and bruiſed fur our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 


was upon him, and by his ſtripes we muſt be healed.” Therefore 


Chriſt muſt be ſet forth as evidently crucified before our eyes; — 

as bearing the puniſhment due to our ſins in his own body y 

the tree. And as the Apoſtle made Chriſt, and him crucified, 

the ſum of his preaching, clearly ſetting forth all the riches of his 

mercy and grace, and _—y poin'ing the peaple to 8 as 
5 | the 
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Supper among us. The words of the Poet may juſtly be applied : 
1 Mild. Tweet, ſerene, and tender was his mood, 


(aq) 


muſt we do the fame thing, if we mean to profit the people. 
q The nature, of Goſpel Salvation muſt be fully explained, 
an 


1 the way to obtain it clearly pointed out. With reſpect to 
its nature, this conſiſts of two parts; our free and full juſtification 
from all paſt offences, through the redemption which is in Chiiſt 


Jeſus; and, the ſangification of our body, ſoul, and ſpirit, by 


the power of the Holy Ghoſt, * For as Jeſus was made a ſin- 5 


offering for us, his deſign was that we ſhould be made the righ- 
teous people of God thro' him,” that we ſhould be freely and 
fully juſtified. - And as he * gave himſelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity,” his intention was, that we ſhould be 
purified, by the grace of his Holy Spirit, and be made a pecuhar 
people, a people in whom he can delight; as bearing his own 
all his holy and righteous ways. „% al . ets 
4 The way to obtain this ſalvation muſt be clearly pointed out. 
And here we need be at no loſs; © Believe in the Lord Jeſus 


lovely image, and of courſe zealous of good works, walking in 


| Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” is the unchangeable decree of 8 


God. ** By grace ye are ſaved thro' faith, and that not of your. 
ſelves, it is the gift of God; “ is the conſtant language of the 


Apoſtle. The caſe of the jailor (duly conſidered) wall ſet this in 
a clear light: He was deeply awakened in the night ſeaſon, by 
the immediate interpolition of God, he came 1n great pain and 
trembling, and fell down at the feet of the Apoſtles, crying our, 


in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, © What muſt I do to be ſaved? “ 
Did the Apoſtles reproach him with his paſt bad condutt ? No, 


but they ſaid, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 


be ſaved.” St. Paul always treated penitent ſinners, in the ſame 
manner which he bimſelf had experienced; — when Ananias 


found him decply humble under a ſenſe of his fin, he ſaid, 
+ Ariſe; why tarrieſt thou? waſh away thy fins, calling upon 


the Name of the Loxp.” And where, or to whom can poor 
guilty ſinners go, but to the Blood of Sprinkling.— to the Friend 
of Sinners, whoſe precious blood cleanſeth from all fin, and who 


' came down from heaven to ſeck and to ſave that which was loſt. 
But how often have we been reproached, as if we laid another 
foundation, than that which God hath laid; as if we taught. 
poor returning ſinners to depend upon ſomething elle, and not 
upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tor life and falvation ; as if we ſet 


up our own free will, in oppoſition to the free grace of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus ; and our own faithfulneſs, in oppoſition to the truth 


and faithfulneſs of God ? But we have reaſon to bleſs the Lord, 


that we have not fo learned Chriſt. We know in whom we have 
believed, and we have not believed in vain, for we have found 
redemption and ſalvation in our infinitely precious Saviour, Let 


the dying words of your happy Minifter confute this ſlander, who, 
as you know, declated when upon the very brink of eternity, 


14 


die Lamb of God:which taketh away the ſin of the world, ſo alfo 
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#3 485 


* He hath taken away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, The Log p 
* 1s my Rock, upon what he hath done and ſuffered is all my de- 
u pendence: His precious death and interceſſion is all my hope.” 

And has not this been the uniform language of all your Preachers, 


from the beginning? Pn, | 
That Mr, HAN RH conſtantly preached the above truths with 


the greateſt clearneſs, you all can witneſs, He was called of God 


in early life, to go torth into the high-ways and hedges, to pub. 


liſh theſe glad tidings of great joy. He chearfully obeyed the call 
of his divine Maſter ; and although he had io endure gieat per- 


ſecution, together with hard labour, and many other difagreeable 
and painful things, yet for forty-three years he faithfully ſaboured 
in the Lord's vineyard. And he who lent him did not ſuffer him 
to ſpend his ſtrength in vain, but he was made the happy inſtru- 
ment of turning many to righteouſneſs. His labours, when he 
firſt viſited Scotland, were attended with an uncommon bleſling, 


eſpecially at Dundee. It was ſomething remarkable, for ſome- 


2ime before he viſited this town, a bright ſhining light was ſeen by 
many of the inhabitants, upon a ſpot of ground near the town, 


every evening. When he came to Dundee, not knowing any 
thing about the matter, he fixed his pulpit upon this very ſpot. 


By this means his congregations were abundantly increaſed, what- 


ever the occaſion of that light might be. 


And as the Miniſters of Chriſt are called to feed the flock, with 
the ſincere milk of the word, ſo according to the text, they are 
govern it alſo, but of this I ſhall ſay nothing at 


appointed to 
preſent. | 3 = 1 
III. We now come to conſider, Thirdly, What the people are 


| called to? * Whoſe laith follow, conſidering the end of their 
_ converſation, Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 


ever.“ | 


The people are here tanght to be followers of the Miniſters 
faith. Does not this imply, that they hould deligently attend 
upon their miniſtry ? That they ſhould hear the Word with all 
poſſible ſeriouſneſs and attention, in order that they may clearly 


underſtand, fledfaftly believe, and happily experience every 


eſſential truth of the Goſpel? To have their judgment well in- 


| formed in every branch of the Goſpel of Chriit, and to be 
eſtabliſhed in the truth, is as much ihe duty and intereſt of the 


people, as the Preachers. 


2. The people muſt experience the ſame living Faith in Chrift, 
3 which their Miniſters do. So St. Peter wrote to the antient 


Chriftians; “ Simon Peter, a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, unto them 
that have obtained like precious faith with us, through the righ- 
teouſneſs of God and our Saviour.“ As the people are com- 
manded to believe in, and to embrace the fame Saviour with theic 


J Miniſters, 10 alfo they are called to enjuy the very fame Salvation. 
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It is with this view, that we preach the Goſpel unto you. This 
is the grand end of all our preaching and praying, that you ma 
enjoy every Goſpel privilege, and experience every Goſpel bleſs- 
ing; that you may be living and dying wiineſſes of the truth of 
every promile in the word of God, and be ſaved to the uitermoſt 
by him, Let no man deceive himſelf here, We publiſh the 
glad tidings of ſalvation in the name of the Lord, in order that 
each of you who hear us, may experience the truth of them in 
his own {oul, and may with the Apoſtle ſay, © The Goſpel of 
Chiiſt is the power of God unto ſalvation to y ſou]; even unto 
mine.“ And whoſoever he be, who cannot yet witnefs this good 

confeſſion, our labour has not had that gracious affect upon nim 
which it was deſigned to have. - | T | 

3. The people are called to believe or truſt in God, as fully, 
and conſtantly as their Miniſters. And as there is the ſame ne- 
ceſſuy, ſo they will find the ſame inconceivable advantage arifing 
+ from it, Doubtleſs the people have need of the fame ſupport 

aud comfort, and if ſo, they muſt obtain it in the ſame way. 
« Truſt in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting ſtrength.“ „ WE —.-—- 
The end of the Miniſters converſation muſt be © Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever,” ſo muſt this be with 
the people alſo. You, Brethren, are alſo called to be holy in 
heart and life, to Ive in the ſpirit, and to copy the example of 
the holy jelus. All our doctrine directly tends to this one thing, 
to lead you to the enjoyment of that grace which will infallibly 
bring you into a holy ſpiritual, heavenly ſtate of mind, ſo that 
wiſdom's ways may be ways of pleaſantneſs to you, and all her 
paths peace. Jiu the enjoyment of this grace you ſhall chearfully 


and delightfully ſerve the Lord, without painlul fear; in holineſs _ 
and rigi:teouſneſs before him all the days of your life, Daily 


looking unto Jeſus the author, till he be the finiſher of your faith, 
« Till he accomp!:\h in you all the good pleaſure of his will and 
the work of faith with power.“ 5 Et Be. 

Brethren, ſeriouſly conſider the end of your late worthy Mini- 
ſter's converfation among you. You are all witneſſes how faith- _ 
fully, tow clcarly and fully he preached the Goſpel of Chiift 
among you; and you are aiſo witneſſes of his holy and un- 


blamable converſation. You have likewiſe heard, that with his 


dying breath he bore witnels to the ſame bleſſed truths, which he 


hid io earneſtly recommended to you, and like the great Mr. 


Whnefield who frequently prayed that he might finiſh his life 
and bis Jabours together, ſo you know that on Chriſtmas-day 
lat, he preeched to you three times in this Chapel, and was taken 
very ill that ſame day; from which illneſs be never recovered. 
But he bad the preſence of his blefſed Maſter with him, there- 
tote death was diſarmed ot its ſting. When that worthy Miniſter 
a 1 1 | called 


called to ſee bim (though of another denomination) and like a 
truly Chriſtian man, ſaid, © Mr. Hanby, 1 hope you find that 
Saviour whom you 1 to others to be your ſupport.“ 

He anſwered, I fin | 
enjoy much ſenſible comfort. The Miniſter replied, * I wiſh you 
every bleſſing I ſhould wiſh to enjoy myſelf, were I in your 
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my truſt is in the Lord, although I do not 


fituation.” * How happy would it be if all who call themſelves 


the Miniſters of Chriſt, were of the ſame friendly diſpoſition 
with that good man; then we might chearſully ſing, 


Names, and ſefts, and parties fall, 
And thou, O CHRIS r, art all in all.“ 


Z This brings to my remembrance a circumſtance which happened 


many years ago. One of our Preachers uſed trequently to preach 
in his ſleep: one time ſeveral perſons heard him throughout, 
When he had finiſhed his diſcourle, he gave an exhortation (as he 


ſuppoſed) to the Society, the drift of which was, to love one 
another; and he aſſigned the following reafons why they ſhould 


do it, 1, Becauſe any were all redeemed to God by oue pre- 
cious blood, 2, Becauſe they were all inicrefted in one common 
Saviour. 3, Becaule they were all made the happy partakers of 


one precious Faith. 4, Becaule they had all received the ſame 


holy Spirit. 5, Becauſe they were all children of the ſame gra- 


cious Father. 6, Becauſe they were all walking in one way of 
Holineſs. And 
to all eternity,” I do not know that he could have given more 
weighty reaſons had he been awake. | 


7, Becauſe they all hoped to dwell in one place 


On Thurſday aſternoon the day on which Mr. Hanby died, 


be repeated theſe words, * I am the reſurrection and the lite, ſaih 


„the Lord, whoſoever believeth in me, though he were dead, 
„yet ſha} he live; and whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, 
« ſhall never die: Believe ye this?“ And when Mrs. Hanby, 
(ſeeing with the deepeſt ſorrow that his diſſolution was at hand) 


| ſaid, Can you ſpeak to me? He anſwered, * Yes; I can tell 


„you to caſt your care upon God, tor he careth for you: He 
« will be a Father to the fatherlels and a huſband to the widow.” 

From the views he liad of the mercy and love of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and from his dying ſayings, it is undeniably evident, that 


as he lived ſo he died, bappy in the enjoyment of an hope full 


of immortality: And although we mey jultiy lament the loſs the 


Church of God ſuſtains in tbe death of ſuch faichful miniſters as 
be was, yet conſidering that Le has finiſhed his work here upon 
earth, and entered into the joy of his LORD, we may ling with 


pious Doctor Watts, 


V At this time Mr. Hanby was wuch oppreſſed with ſtupor ; but 
_ afterwards his underſtanding was clear, and his hope full of immortality, 
fo that when His friendly Doctor aſked him, How he did ? he faid; “1 
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am departing ; but J have fought the good fight.“ | 


„Why do we mourn departed friends, 
Or ſhake at death's alarms ? 

Tis but the voice that IESus ſends, 

| To call them to his arms.” 


Death is no more than a voice, and it is the voice of IESUs too, 
ſaying. Come up hither, and take thy ſeat with me,“ to thole 
who are intereſted in him, and have received Salvation from him. 
But many there are who for want of clear views of the love of 
God, and a firmer confidence in him, may fing with the ſame 


| bleſſed man of God, 


O could we make our doubts remove, 
Theſe gloomy doubts that rife, 
And ſee the CANAAN that we love, 
Wich unbeclouded eyes: 
Could we but climb where Moſes ſtood 
And view the landſcape o' err, 
Not JoRDAN's ſlreams, nor death's cold flood, 
Should fright us from the ſhore.““ 


1 am glad to ſee the ſincere and tender affection you ſhew : > 
ur departed Minifter, and I doubt not, but many of you will 
de his crown of rejoicing in the great day of the Lord. In order 
that you may be followers of him, as he followed Chrift, and 
preſs toward the mark for the prize of you high calling, let it 
be your conſtant prayer, that the Lord may continually ſhine 
upon your ſouls by the bright beams of his Spirit, fo that you 
may have clearer and more enlarged views of his love in Chriſt 
* and of his willingneſs to ſave you compleatly and eternally. | 
You never ſhall be diſcouraged, much leſs caſt down or con- 
founded, while, with a fincere and upright mind, you contem- 
plate the love of God, as it is revealed to you in the Word, and 
manifeſted to you 1n all his providential and gracious dealings ; 
for you will find that infinite wifdom, and boundleſs love, have 
marked all the meaſures that have been taken with you ever ſince 
you: knew his faving name. What do you ſtill want, but a larger 
meaſure of this love, to make you bath more holy and more 
boppy: 3 0 . 
% O for this love, let rocks and hills 
Their laſting ſilence break; 
And all harmonious human tongues 
The Sav1iovR's pratles ſpeak !” 
As this love communicated, will fully prepare you for the enjoy- 
ment of heaven, lo it will enable you to conquer every enemy, 
and to rife above all the difficulties that you ſhall meet with in 
the way, and will ſupport you in the hour of death, when every 
other ſupport muſt fail, hs 
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O my Brethren, ſeriouſly conſider how greatly it will heighten 
the happineſs of him whom you ſo highly, and ſo juſtly eſteemed 
to rene and another of you following him into thoſe peacefu 
regions, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the 
weary are at reſt, How will his now glorified and happy ſpirit, 
welcome you to bis Father's houſe, and moſt delightfully join 
with you in ſinging everlaſting Hallelujahs to God and the Lamb. 
You ſhall be as ſo many jewels in his crown, and he will rejoice 
over you for ever; and you alſo fhall eternally praiſe the Lord 
for all the benefits you ever received by attending his miniſtry. O 
could he only deſcend from thoſe manſions of Glory, where he 
now beholds,the anclouded face of his God, for one ſingle hour, 
in what animating language, with what heavenly eloquence would 
he addreſs you! How would he ſet forth the glories of his God 
and Saviour. How would he diſplay the unſearchable riches of 
his Grace! Axd with what a divine pathos, would he exhort 
you all to folow on to know the Lord, till you alſo finiſh your 
courſe with joy. =. | 7 
| Brethren, fear not; your help ſtandeth in the Name of the 
Lord who mide both heaven and earth; And he hath ſaid, *I 
| will never lave thee, nor forſake thee.” Having then the pre- 
ſence of tle Lord with you, what ſhall harm you? Not 
all the powes of earth and hell united, while you are followers of 
+ that which i: good, as I truſt you are reſolutely determined to do, 
through the nelp of God. —— Ong 
Wich reſect to you, who (notwithſtanding all the affeRionate 
warnings, ad the ſolemn exhortations given gou by your faithful 
 Miniſter,) rmain ill carnal and fold under Tin, O take care, leſt 
After all, h ſee you at the left hand of the Judge in that awful 
day! For ten he would be a ſwift witneſs againſt you, and teſtif 
before Godand his holy angels, “ Lord, I faithfuljy warned theſs 
men of ther ſin and danger, but they would not hear.” How 
would thisheighten your condemnation ! In order that this may 
not be thi caſe, return unto the Lord by true repentance, and 
carneſtly tek him while he may be found, and he will yet ex- 
tend his mrcy and love unto you. | | 
One atl all brethren, let us devote our body and foul, wholly 
and unreſevedly to the Lord, and he will be all in all to us, in 
life, in deah, and for ever. And as we may with truth ſay, “ A 
prince anca great man is fallen in our Iſrael,” Let us devoutly 
pray, that ne great Head of the Church, who hath the reſidue of 
the Spirit a his hand, may pour it forth, and raiſe up another to 
take his ple. | | 
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A Hxux ſung on the Occaſion, 


4 LT. SSING, honour, thanks and prail ſe, 
Pay we gracious God to thee, 

1 hou in thine abuntint grace, 
Civeſt us the victory : : 

True and faithful to tny word, 
Tiva baſt glorified thy Son, 

Jeſus Chriſt our dying Lord, 
He for us the hight hath won, 


105 the priſoner is releaſt, 
2 ighten' d of his fleſhly load, 
Where the Weary are at reſt, 
He 1s gather q into God! 
Lo! the pain of life 3s palt, 
All his warfare now 1s o'er, 
Death and hell behind are caſt, 
Griet and mana, are NO more, 
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4 Yes, the Chriſtian s courſe is run, 

Ended'i is the glorious ftrite, 

Faught the ſight, the work 15 done 
Death is {wallow'd np © life; 

Born by Angels on their wings, 
Far trom earth the fpirit flies, 

Tinels his 0p, and fits and firgs 
Triumphing in Paiadiſe, 


Join we then with one accord 

lu the new, the joyiul ſong; 

Abſent from our loving Lord 
Ve call not continue long: 

We shell quit the hauſe gf clay, 
We a better lot ſhall ſhate, 

We ſhall ice the Reolms oi day 
A. ct our happy Brother there ? 
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